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Putt IL. 25. 
Vat ye may be blameleſs and harmleſs, the 
ſons of God without rehuke, in the mid} 


of a crooked and perverſe nation, among 
whom ye ſhine as lights in the world. 


HESE Words were originally ad- 
àreſt by St. Paul to the whole Body 
of Chriſtians then in general; and 
with regard to them at that time, ſo remark- 
able was their Zeal and Integrity, that this 
Character of ſhining as Ligbts in the World 
might be applied to them in general with 
the greateſt propriety. This expreſſion how- 
ever may admit of ſome little variation in 
ſenſe, according as it may be differently ren- 
dered, either Te ſbins, or ſbine Ye, as Lights 
in the World; but whether it be taken by 
way of Commendation or Exhortation, the 
Doctrine from the Text will be {till the fame, a 
85 B viz. 4 
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A Conjatration Sermon 
viz. that, as Chriſtianity affords better means 
of making men eminently good, irreproach. 
able in the ſight of God and Man, 
other Religion in the World can, fo doe 
it lay the firongeſt obligations upon all its 
Profeſſors to become ſo. 


Now that the firſt Chriſtians Were men 
of this conſpicuous Chara cler, is, a matter of 
fact notorious and undeniable. And indeed 
how Thould. it. be otherwiſe? . for their Reli- 
gion was plainly the Religion of Reaſon and 
Conviction; not the effect ;of Authority, 
Frepoſſeſſion, or Prejudice. Tbeir Preju- 
dices muſt have 3 all on the other ſide 
of the — but \being men of hone 
minds, ,they could not. ſtand out againſt the 
Miracles wrought in defence of it; theſe 
carried ſenſible 1 of a Super- 
natural Power along with them; andd there- 
fore, when the W 1 of them declared, 
that they had received their Commiſſion 
from God, they ratjonally concluded, that 
from God they muſt haue received it; for 
God, as a God of Truth, could never ſet 
hi + Ja to a F — Thus were their 


Ears 


gits opeH tO att the Hons; which, 
fog come from ſuch infpired 'Tekthiers; 
and aecortingly;- as He Word of God found 
f ffet and ebay admiſſion into their Hearts, 
ſo witk it did every Chriſtian Grace and 
virtue naturally take root, and grow up in 
them. But the main Foundation of all their 
Faith and Virtue was this, the late arid in- 
conteſtablè Fact of ou rSavioiirts Neuffen, * 
whick was a full confirmation of all? chat 
He had ever aid or taught; that He came 
ford Gods: Was the Son of: Gol, of the 
ſartie Dixie Nature with® Him, Hirnſelf 
& God; and conſequetitly chat, as He 
nud ried Hine? from the Dead, He was 
able to rare Then affb, ard tr his De. 
trade ns tRerefore infallb) would? And 
tis -was Fondation” for” their Faith firne 
and immbveable; by this were the) en- 
che te ene mtET af: Difco and Dan- 
gers 5. tv IHtand all- Aſſaültg and Tempta- 
thn Wien Heaveft and Etethal Happiticſs 
irre- nothing irt all Nature could hate 
Charms N t& allure them from their 
bath zu nstküfg, nog not Deicitiitſelf cou 
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A Conſecration Sermon 
earry Terrour enough to force them from ir- 
And yet theſe men, eminent and exemu 
plary as they were, did the Apoſtle adviſc 
to become more eminent and exemplary ſtil; 
that they ſhould: be blamele/s and harmlej;, 
the Sons of God without rebuke, in the mid 
of a crooked and perverſe nation, among whom 
they were to ſhine: as Lights in the World. 
Now theſe Words ſeem to reſpect their con- 
duct chiefly with regard to Men; that, as 
their new Profeſſion would certainly draw 
the Eyes of the World upon them; fo their 
Characters ſhould be able to ſtand the ſtricteſt 
Scrutiny ; that, as they lived amongſt Ene- 
mies, who would gladly catch hold of any 
handle for reproach, ſo they ſhould be more 
than ordinarily cautious; not to give any juſt 
one; that, as they were ſtyled Sons of Gad, 
ſo they ſhould aſſert their right to that Title 


by an unſpotted Holineſs of Life and Inte- 


their -behaviour, that they exerciſed them- 


{elves to have a Conſcience void of. Offence, 


as well towards Man, as towards God, And 
theſe Cautions were no more than necefiary; 


for 
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Preached in Lambeth-Chapel. 


for we find, that Diſputes and Animoſities 


began to ſpring up very early among them; 


partly from their addiction each to their . 
ſeveral Teachers; partly from ſome miſtaken 


Notions, that prevailed about the Nature 


of Chriſtian Liberty, which ſome were un- 
rcaſonably + for contracting too much, and 
others as unwarrantably for extending too 


far; and probably from many other reaſons, 
well known at that time, though not fo 
eaſily to be aſſigned by us at this diſtance. 
Beſides their Zeal (which is an active Prin- 
ciple, and apt therefore without great cau- 
tion to overleap the bounds of Moderation) 
might prompt them now and then, even 
from a glowing ſenſe of God's Honour, too 
much to difregard and: deſpiſe the Tongues 
and Opinions of thoſe about them; and to 
make them, {ſo that they could but fatisfy 
their own Conſciences, in what they did, 
not to confult enough either the Times, 


the Occaſions, or the Manner of _ it; 


in which yet the great Beauty of Holineſs 
conſiſts, and on which muſt depend too its 
chief influence and ſucceſs. It might tempt 


them 
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daes as they ſaw they: y. were tot expert 
no Countenance from the Civil PoWer, 
ſometimes: too unwarily to offend and ex. 


ſperate it; and from an eagerneſs of bearing 
teſtimony to the Truth, inſtead of deelining 
Danger (which: without a proper Call is ever 
our Duty to de) 'too'raſhlyits rum chermſelnes 
into the way of it. 

With regar 
caution, 1 fear; is neceffary from any "overs 
flowing of our Zeal; in this reſpeck it is cer- 
tain, that we want much rather to be quick- 
cned) than reſteaitivd though were our Zeal 
ever ſo much more active and animated than 
it: is, yet (bleſſed be God) we need be under 
no apprehenfions- ee account; - ſince 
ie-is: our Hap live. it a+Gountry, 
where: Cbrietkadey is the: Neligien profeſt, 
and has the Civib Authority on its ſide. 

No the reaſon of the differente in this 
. particular between Us andthe Het Chriſtians 

is plainly this, that They, as I ſaid before, 
| became Converts: upon Convictien; whereas 
We are in a great meaſure Chriſtians as it 


were by Birth, and the Ouſtom of the gr 


di to: us at hits; time little 
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and Place we live in; in which caſe, as we 
take up our notions hereditarily, fo are we 
contenting ourſelves too much with the bare 
profeſſion of our Religion, without giving 
ourſelves the trouble thoroughly to ſearch 
into the grounds of it. 

But things 8 ought to be otherwiſe 3 and / 
this will be ſo far from being our Excuſe, 4 
that it will but aggravate our Condemna- 
tion. The Sacred Oracles of Truth lie open 
before us, and be it at our own peril-there- 
fore, if we neglect to conſult them. We 
have moſt authentic Records of thoſe Mira- 
cles, which firſt uſhered Chriſtianity into 
the World; and which are the ſame to Us, 
as they were to the Eye-Witneſſes of them, 
and will continue to be to all future Ages, 
undeniable Teſts of the Truth of it. It is 
true, we do not ſee them performed as they 
ad; we have not the ſame ocular demon- 
ſtration, which they had; but we have all 
the proofs of them, which in the Nature 
of things matters of this kind are capable 
of; which, though not viſible and ſenſible, 
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are ally certain, as if they we 
Fas daft. hw other proofs. — — 
Chriſtianity, which muſt have been wanting 
to them; as namely the amazing Propaga- 
tion of the Goſpel, over ſo vaſt an extent 
of Country, and in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time; 
againſt all the Learning, the Power and the 
Malice of the World combined againſt it; 
by ſeemingly the weakeſt Means, and hu- 
manly ſpeaking the moſt diſproportioned 
Inſtruments; itſelf the greateſt of Miracles. 
Me might appeal likewiſe to many Pro- 
phecies fulfilled, which of courſe muſt haye 
been hid from thoſe' of former ages, and 
-which could have been diſcovered only by 
their accompliſhment; a Miracle this too, 
which manifeſtly bears the Divine Stamp 
upon it; for certainly to foreknow future 
Events muſt be the property of God alone, 
to whom all things are preſent. 
And ſhall we then not ſearch the Scrip- 
| tures, which come thus authentically and 
. miraculouſly atteſted to us? if we do not, 
ue plainly prove it to be merely caſual with 
regard to us, that we are not Jews, Maho- 


metans 


Prejched in Lambeth-Chapel. 


metans or Infidels; and as to any Advan- | 
tages from Chriſtianity, we might Il as well 
have been ſo. 

But I hope for better things; that we 
ſhall all thankfully i improve the happy Pri- 
viege of our Birth into all the Advantages, 
for Which Providence deſigned it; that we 
ſhall not content ourſelves with being Nomi- 
nal Chriſtians only, like Heirs to a Title 
without any ſubſtance at all to ſupport it; 
but convince the World, that we are become 
Chriſtians in deed and in truth, upon mature 
Choice and well-grounded Principles; by 
ſtudying the Scriptures with that Aſſiduity, 
Attention and Zeal, which are ſuitable to 
their Worth and Importance. And furely 
0 other Syſtem of Religion can deſerve our 
care and attention ſo well; for no other can 
fully inſtruct us in the knowled ge, either 
of the Divine Nature, or our own; can 
preſcribe ſo pure a Form of Worlhip, or ſo 
compleat a Rule of Practice; can afford 
ſuch Aſſiſtances, or propoſe ſuch Rewards. 
It is foreign to my prefent defign, as, with 
ect; to the Audience T am before, it 
C would 


— 


A: Anti Semen 
would be needleſs to enter upon a 2 


Proof of theſe points; the Truth of which 


mult be evident to every one, who will form - 


but the ſlighteſt compariſon between Chriſti- 


anity and any other Religion in the World, 
As to the Geatiles, who had nothing but 


the Light of Nature to direct them, and. that 


too miſerably diminiſhed of its Original 
Brightneſs, * is no wonder, that their Wor- 
ſhip ſhould be ſo defective, when their No. 


tions of the Deity: were ſo depraved; they 


not only believed a Plurality of Gods, but 


likewiſe held many for ſuch, who from their 


Lewdnels, 4 —— 


and Cruelty would 
have been juſtly looked 


upon as Monſters 


even amongſt Men. We may be ſure that 


the Rites of their Worſhip were ſuited to 
the Objects of it; and wb then muſt the 
Lives of ſuch Votaries be expected to be? 
It is true indeed, 1 


and who by their Parts and Application had 


made a —— ſearch into Nature, diſcovered 
worthier Sentiments of God and his — 
butes; but, though ſome of them pr 

h appear to "hav believed but, = 


Supreme 


. 


— 


Prime in Lambeth- Chapel. 
gupreme God yet not any of them, no, 
not the beſt and wiſeſt of them all, could 
free himſelf from the Tdolatry of the times; 
but gave a ftrong Confirmation to it, by 
declaring at his death, that he had always 
worſhipped the Gods according to the Uſage 
With regard to the Jews, whoſe Religion 
came from Divine Inſpiration, and was de- 
ſigned to be a Type of Chriſtianity, and the 
- Shadow of Heavenly things to come, one 
might have expected better things from 
them; but, as they had-always been a crooked 


and perverſe people, ſo they became every 


day more and more vitiated from the cor- 
rupt DoQtrines and Prattiſes of their Elders; 
who by their trrultiplied Traditions had well 


nigh rendered the Law of none effect, and 


buried as it were the Spirit of their Religion 


under the rubbiſh of Superſtitions Rites and 
Carnal Ordinances. Beſides the Sanctions 


of their Law were of a temporal Nature; 
and! but dim in compariſon was their pro- 
peo the Immortality of the Soul and a 

State of Rewards -and*Puniſhrmenits, 


2 C 3 which 


* 


which yet alone are ſtrong enough to bind 
men to a conſtant and uniform courſe of 
Obedience, and which were neyer fully 
brought to light but by the Goſpel. 

1 Chriſtianity appears to this advantage, 
when compared with any other Religion, 
fo will it appear to the ſame advantage ſtill, 
if compared, as it is maintained by us of the 
Reformed Church in its genuine Purity, 
with the many Errors and Corruptions of the 
Church of Rome; wherein ſuch Doctrines 
are publicly profeſt, as are contrary to the 
whole Tenor and Deſign of the Goſpel; 
deſtructive of all the Principles of Piety, 
Juſtice and Charity; and injurious. no leſs 
to the Honour of God and the Merits of our 
Redeemer; than to the Peace and Welfare 
of Society, and the common Rights and 
Liberties of Mankind. Nor indeed can it 
well be accounted for otherwiſe, how any 
People ſhould be held in ſo ſlaviſh a Sub- 
jection to ſuch abſurd and impious notions, 
than by their being debarred the free Uſe 
of the Scriptures, and by having their Service 
locked up from them in an unknown Tongue. 
N ee 8 But 


OO Eon 
But this is very far from being our Caſe, | 
with Us all the Offices of the Church are 

formed in our Native Tongue; and there- 
fore, as the Service itſelf is reaſonable, ſo 
may we all rationally bear a part in it. Be- 
ſides the free uſe of the Scriptures is not only 
allowed but injoined us; and every one, 
who can read, may there ſee with his own 
Eyes the whole Myſtery of his Redemption 
lid open to him; may there learn, how man 
was originally formed, from what a State he 
fell, and by what means he was reſtored ; 
how his reconciliation with God, and the — 
Pardon of his Sins (which of himſelf he could | 
never have been entitled to, could never 
have had any ſolid grounds to hope for) were 
effected by the all-fufficient Merits of God 
Incarnate dying for him; may here behold 
in one view the moſt perfect Rule of Life, 
whether ding God, his Neighbour, or 
himſelf, laid down in the plaineſt manner, 
and illuſtrated by the brighteſt Example, 
eren that of our Saviour; together with the 
fromiſe, of the Divine Grace, to aſſiſt him 
n his Duty; and of Everlaſting Happineſs, 
3 t 
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16  - 4 Confetration Se. 
to reward him for it. The Conſequence of 
all which is plainly this, that Chriſtianity 
obliges its Profeffors to excel all other Men 
as much in the Purity of their Lives, as That 
excels all other Religions in the Purity of it 

Indeed for what end elſe could God be ſup 

poſed, either to vouchſafe us the Light of the 


Goſpel, or 3 his bleſſed Son in our | 
Nature to ſuffer for us? It was doubtles Bl | 
for this, to ſhew his Hatred to Sin, and 
Love to Mankind; 'to' aboliſh the One in 
order to fave the Other. This is the Doc: 
trine of every Pape almoſt in the 'Golpel; Wil * 
to this all its Precepts, all its Promiſes, and t 
all its Threatenings tene. WM* 
This falth St. Faul is u Uf, foying ai * 
iTim..15.no0r2hy. of all evcopravinn, hat 'Cbrif Tir © 
came into the World t fave Sinners. Here ty 
is plainly declared the gracious end of out 1 
Saviour's coming; but how to fave them! 4 
why by freeing them, as we are elſewhere 00 
taught, from the guilt and dominion of ſin; 
for for this pur poſe was the Sum of God man:. 


Joh. iii. 8. eu, that ze gbr degrey the wur be 4 J 
£2, | evil, 


| Pregtled'in LambethsChapel, 


Devil. But the Doctrine and Terms of our 


calyation are no where more fully declared 
to U than in Tit. ü. 11 5 &c. f The Grace 
of Cad, that bringeth Saluatiom, hath appeared 
0 all ment, teaching us that denying Ungod- 
lnzſs and Worlaly Luſis, we ſhould live ſo- 
kerly, righteaufly, and Godly in this preſent 
Werld; looking for that bleſſed hope, and the 
ghriaut appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Feſus Cbriſt, who gave himfelf for us, 


that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 


and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works, Where we may ob- 
krve, that all the hopes we can have from 
the glorious appearing of the great God and 
wr Savieur: Jeſus Chrift depend on this con- 
dition, that we live righteaufly, ſoberly and 
Gully in this preſent World; Chriſt gave 
lumfelf for us for this very purpoſe, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity ; if there- 
tore we ſtill continue obſtinate in the practiſe 
of it, we defeat, what we can, the end of 
Chrift's firſt coming ; and how then can we 
expect any Advantages from his Second? 


J ſhall 
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of the Precepts of the Goſpel, which ar © 


— Semen 
1 ſhall wt think it needful 'to recite an 


plain and obvious to all; or to enlarge . 


its Promiſes, which the nivandfi Chriſtian, 
that ever looked into the Goſpel, muſt per- 


ceive to be all conditional ; —that the Divine 
Grace is to be expected only: in aid of our 
own. beſt Endeavours; —that Chriſt's Merits 
are available only in conjunction with a ſound 
Faith; —and that Happineſs is annexed only 


toa life of unſinning Obedience, or at leaf 
to an unfeigned Repentance; 


As to the Godly alone all the Promiſes 
of the Goſpel are made, ſo againſt the Un- 
godly are all its Threatenings denounced; 
ſo that, as the greater will be our Reward, 
if we punctually perform God's Will; © 
the heavier will our. Puniſhment. be, if we 


wiltully tranſgreſs it; Eternal the Reward, 


and Eternal the Puniſhment. 
T need not ſure add, that our Obli ;oation 
increaſe in proportion to our Knowledge; 


and that many things, which would be pak 


by uncenſured or unnoticed in a poor and 


literate Chriſtian, would Tlie a Shame 


Lac and 


Lu in 8 


che due Force and Dropriety of 7 Aion to 
ſet every Virtue-off i in its faireſt i Light, and 
to make Religion appear every way amiable. 
Where to ſuperior Knowledge is added a 
ſuperior Rank and Eminence in Life, there 


the Obligations become ſtronger ſtill; that 


ſuch; whoſe Examples will have a great and 


extenſive influence, may for that reaſon 
make their Examples as uſeful as poſſible; 
and endeavour to 2 an Honour to Religion, 
as Religion will certainly be an Honour to 


Them. 
it doubtleſs behoves 


But Fall men living 


the Clergy moſt to excel both in the Know- 


ledge anti the Practiſe of their Duty; indeed 


it would be doubly eriminal in Them to be 


defective in either. They have in a 

manner dedicated themſelves to the Service 
of God; and-accordingly, as their Function 
exempts'them from he 835 and fatigue of 


* 5 have the more 


leiſure 
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leiſure to attend to, and muſt be e 
ſelf- condemned, if they neglect, the grand 


concerns of a deter life. Bandes unto them 
are committed the Oracles of God; nor can 
true Faith and ſound Morals be long pre- 
ſerved amongſt any People but by the united 
influence of their Learning and Example. 

Very different i is the Caſe of the Preachers 
of the Goſpel now from that of the firſt 
Publiſhers of it. They were actuated (and 


neceſſary it was, that they ſhould be actu- 


ated) by Divine Inſpiration ; but God, having 
once eſtabliſhed the Goſpel by Mitacles, left 
it to be ſupported afterwards by the more 
ordinary methods of Grace, and the joint uſe 


of Reaſon and Learning. And ſurely no 


common pains are requiſite to qualify a man, 
to underſtand the Scriptures in their Original 
Languages; duly to compare the Old and 
New Teſtament together, and to ſee haw they 
mutually confirm and illuſtrate each 3 
to quaint himſelf with the Hiſtory of thoſe 
early times, and the particular Errors and 
Objections, which the Apoſtles had then to 
combat; N to explain each Chriſtian 
| Doctrine, 


Preached in Lambeth-Chapel. 
Doctrine, and rightly to ſtate the bounds of 


each Chriſtian Duty; by all honeſt Arts of 


Addreſs to infuſe knowledge into the Igno- 
rant, to comfort the Afflicted, to confirm 
the Wavering, and to ſatisfy the Scrupulous; 
by the Terrors of the Lord to reclaim thoſe, 
whoſe Lives are a Scandal to our Religion; 


aud by ſolid Arguments to refute thoſe, who 


profelſedly ſet themſelves againſt it. 


lt is not indeed to be expected, that every 


one, who is called to the Miniſtry, can have 
either Opportunities or Abilities ſufficient for 
all theſe Qualifications; but it is certainly the 
Duty of every one to be poſſeſt of as many of 
them, as he can; and of thoſe who can, to be 
poſſeſt of them all; and (for the credit of our 
Profeſſion be it ſaid) it would not be difficult 
to point out many, that are. 19 15 

But it is a good Example at laſt, that muſt 
cown all other Qualities. Without this all 
the Learning in the World will be to little 
Purpoſe, and the beſt Preaching prove but as 
bounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. The 
force of our Doctrine will depend upon the 


nor of our Lives; and have a greater or leſs . 


D2 influence 
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* blameably among 


—— according to che nfl 

ence it ſhall appear to haue upon ourſelres, 

A Preacher of Righteouſneſs will na 

be expected to practiſe it o; and if he doe 

not, the rn that falls upon him, will 

not reſt there; but he turned: by many to 

the diſcredit of his Function; by many to the 
diſeredit of Chriftianity itſelf; Great reaſvy 
therefore have we to follow the Apoſtles 

Col. iv. 3. Advice in walking in W toward: them, 


that are-without-z, and to copy his Example; 
1 Theſſ. ii. in behaving oer lu — Hag, and un- 


them; rh believe. Nom 
by this-unblameable Sanctity mentioned both 
here and in my Text, the: e can nevei 
be thought ſure: to! mean: am Preciſoneſs of 

ngiilarity oh Carriage; murcinleſt ar ſuper- it 


8 
cilious and unſociable Sdverity of Life 3:whic 


would tend rather to diſ parage Religion the 
to recommend it ; om the e perhaps 
ingenerabtb comply wätlothe Worick in th 
indifferent would: be- the likelieft: means to 
give us a Weight and) Authority in thok 
chings, wherein it io Duty to oppoſe it 
* n how nn ought 


— 


* 


 Praichat'*# Lambeth Chapel. 

be in maitttaining all the great Articles of 
Chriſtianiey g and how-firi& ſbever in con- 
privings our own Eives t& the Rules of it; 
wt{houle we he ever caſy, humble and affa- 
tHe; candid;- benevolerit and*chiaritable to all 
nem Ever there, where we are obliged by 
dur Office to reprove; rebuke or exhort 
others; we ſhould ff db it in ſuch a man- 
let; 45 tO few, that we are Friends to tlie 
hen whtle we are Enemies to their Vices; 
adh with-regatt to: thofe, wfioſe Principles 
aid Sentimentsare moft oppoſite to our own; 
e ſhould yet differ from them with temper, 
like Men, and like Chriſttans. So ſhall we 
eur off allloeeaſton; at leaſt all juſt occaſſon, 
a eptoneh; prove ourſetves to be, as far as 
is poffible for us tothe, Sort of Cod with- 
du rebinhe; and\effeaually} anſwer the Cha- 
cker of fpining as Lights in be World 
A mote particular Application of what” 
bas been ſaid might. reaſdnably be deemed as 
mneceſſarꝝ to men of the firſt Stations in the 
Church; as it would certainly be unbecoming 
& it rom one of mine... . Ia{fead:therefore-of re- 

ta eiting any of the Epiſcopal Duties and Qua- 

i FFF 


7 33 „ 1 
lifications, which St. Paul in his Epiſtles»: 
Timothy and Titus hath ſo lar 01 er, 
F ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe witt be ceching. | 
Almighty God, that, as He hath of his ib. 
finite Mercy favoured Us of this Nation wich 
the knowledge of the pureſt Religion upon 
Earth, ſo it would legs him to raiſe up z 
cantinaal ſucceſſion of men duly. qualified for 
the Adminiſtration of the fame, _S whoſe. 
Guidance and by His Blefling it may be pre- 
1 pure and unſulliedꝭ to the lateſt Poſte- 
; and to this end may God ſo direct his 
Miietty, that He may appoint always ſuch 
Perſons to the Government of the Church, 
as by their Learning, Wiſdom and — 7 
be able to do moſt Credit to Him; and mol 
Honour to That Faith, of which He is not 
only the avowed Defender by his Title, but 
alſo (what may he long very — continue to 
be) an illuſtrious Ornament by Fi Example 


Mom to God, the Father, the Son, and 150 
Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, al 
Honour, Glory, Might, Majeſty and Dom 


nin, nou and for evermore. 


FIN TS. 
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